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WHAT’S NEW IN CURRICULUM? 

Dear Fair Haven Families, 

As we start settling back into our routines and think about our plans for the fall, students and teachers are 

doing the exact same things here at school.  It’s amazing how much can be accomplished in the first two 

months of school.  We have administered local assessments to help inform instruction, classroom 

curriculum is in full swing,  students are involved in sports and clubs, we have invited some furry guests 

into our classrooms (Jackson Browne and Valentino, our therapy dogs), and the district has embraced 

kindness and taken it to the next level with our Kindness Counts campaign!  We have also taken part in 

some great events like the Harvest Fest, an Arctic Adventure Book Fair, and the Halloween Bash.  There 

are also so many things to look forward to, which are already in the planning phase. 

It is so amazing to see all that we have to offer students and families.  I wish I could list everything here in 

this newsletter, but it would quickly turn into a novel.  While I can only give snippets of all that our 

district, school organizations, and families do for our learning community each and every day, I am always 

brought back to the notion that we are truly a community that cares and we come together to be the 

village that helps to challenge and inspire students to reach their full potential.  Everyday, I am so grateful 

to be part of this village! 

Sincerely, 

Cheryl Romano 

Director of Curriculum & Instruction 

romanoc@fairhaven.edu 

Twitter:  @FHCurriculum 
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“Great things are done by a series of small things brought together." – Vincent Van Gogh  
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Connecting Literacy and Current Events 

When you walk into Mrs. Duffy’s and Mrs. Duymich’s 8th grade literacy class, 
it’s hard not to notice the concentration on each student’s face as they respond 
to a quick writing prompt, connecting current events to themselves, then to a 
novel they are currently reading.  The students had to determine if a boy they 
read about would be their friend and why.  However, this boy was no ordinary 
boy; the students learned a little about his life through a New York Times 

article from this past June.  Through collaboration within our Literacy Department, 
engaging articles, such as this one, have been shared with classes to enhance each 
student’s learning experience. 

Dan Bullock was 14, close to the age of students in Mrs. Duffy’s and Mrs. 
Duymich’s class.  He had dreams of becoming a firefighter or police officer, just 
like some of our students.  What made Dan different was that at this young age, he 
enlisted in the Vietnam War and was deployed by age 15.  He had changed his 
birth certificate so that he could enlist.  While the article details some information 
about his life and what happened to him in Vietnam, the students paid close 
attention to the words in the article and the language that would lead to them 
making inferences and connections to the current novel they are reading, When 
Zachary Beaver Came to Town, by Kimberly Willis Holt.  One of the conflicts the main character faces in 
this class novel had to deal with the casualties of the Vietnam War, as a friend of his had also enlisted. 

Students dissected a line from the New York Times article, “In letters home, he said he missed his family 
and reported that he did not have any holes in him yet.”  Students looked at the very literal meaning, 

which could indicate physical wounds, but then dug deeper.  Students 
used terms such as “lost innocence” to describe the “holes.”  They 
also inferred that it could mean mental/emotional holes of missing his 
family or friends lost in war.  They thought Dan could be missing out 
on his dreams.  When students moved past the literal meaning of the 
text and started to think about what could generate a hole in someone, 
they could truly sympathize with Dan Bullock and his family, lending 
to a greater understanding of the text.  Watching the students work, 
starting with the writing prompt and ending with student 

conversations about the meaning of text, exemplified the type of hard work reader’s and writer’s do each 
and every day in class.  
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2nd Grade Geologists 

What does a rock hunt have to do with school?  Students in Mrs. 
Albanese’s class can tell you a thing or two about rocks! 

During this time of year, students in grade 2 engage in a science unit 
called Pebbles, Sand, and Silt where they are introduced to the mineral 
portion of our planet. They investigate and learn about the properties of 
rocks as well as learn about the many 
minerals that the rocks are made up of. They 

also determine how rocks can be separated and sorted by size.  

How do we make learning about rocks exciting and engaging for students? 
We take them on rock hunts around the school grounds.  Prior to leaving on 
their excursion, Mrs. Albanese had students share what they know about the 
properties of rocks so far, which could help them to find specific kinds of rocks on their hunt.  Students 
share that rocks can be smooth, chalky, and even bubbly.  What I learned from Mrs. Albanese’s students 
was that if you run water over some rocks that are porous, they make bubbles.  They also came up with 
class rules on how to find the most perfect rocks.  Students expressed that they need to choose their own 
rocks, stay  together, and maintain safety by not throwing any rocks; this will ensure a successful hunt. 

As students walked around the school on a beautiful fall day, they scoured the ground 
for all types of rocks.  To get a better look, they brought 
rocks right up to their magnifying glasses to see their 
features up close.  Once students each had 5 rocks, they 
headed back to their classroom to begin a closer 
examination of their rocks and also write like scientists. 
Students had rock journals where they have been detailing 
what they learned about rocks and now added their own 
rocks, with specific properties. 

This lesson was a great way to hook students into science, 
but also integrate movement and writing!  Our students learn so much when 
they have a vested interest in their learning and are able to integrate various 
subjects to accomplish a task. 
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Spooky Age of Exploration 

Have you ever pondered why Christopher Columbus has a national holiday, while other explorers are not celebrated 
in such a manner?  Explorers of the past (AKA students in Mrs. Langa’s 6th grade social studies class) put 
Christopher Columbus on notice as they defended their right to have a national holiday.  

Students had to pretend they were ghosts and persuade their classmates as to why they should have their own 
holiday and Columbus should not.  Fortunately, Columbus doesn’t take this barrage of insults lying down, as one 
student shares things from his perspective too.  There are two sides to every story, right?  

First up was Vasco Nuñez de Balboa.  Balboa was very passionate about having a claim to 
his own personal holiday.  His claims to fame included being the first European to see the 
Pacific Ocean and establishing a colony on the Isthmus of Panama.  Unfortunately, Balboa 
was beheaded out of jealousy, but he still had a lot to say about Columbus.  According to 
Balboa (a 6th grade student), Columbus had no idea what he was doing and just stumbled 
upon his discoveries, while Balboa’s expeditions were purposeful.  While Balboa helped 
colonists and saved them from being killed by natives by establishing a colony, Columbus 
killed Native Americans and took them as slaves.  Seems compelling to me. 

Our next explorer to take the stage was Francisco Vazquez de 
Coronado.  He took a slightly more diplomatic approach to having a holiday by validating 
that all of his explorer friends should have a holiday because they have all made 
meaningful contributions to our world today.  Still, Coronado (again, a 6th grade student) 
wasn’t shy about sharing all of his own accomplishments.  Coronado led a major Spanish 
expedition up Mexico’s western coast in search of gold he had heard about.  While no 
gold was found, Coronado discovered the Grand Canyon.  This discovery, which is still a 
major tourist attraction, seems important enough to give Coronado his own holiday. 
Additionally, Coronado’s argument was accompanied by a map of his explorations...just 

more proof that he is deserving. 

After Coronado,  Henry Hudson took center stage.  Hudson was an English explorer 
who tried to discover a short route from Europe to Asia through the Arctic Ocean.  He 
also has a river, a strait, and a bay in North America named after him.  According to 
Hudson, he was in search of spices, but never made it to India.  He did however 
discover New Amsterdam (Manhattan today) and made maps of his explorations for 
other expeditions to follow. 

The last explorer to share his perspective on why he should have a national holiday 
was James Cook, a British navigator.  Under Cook’s leadership, none of his crew died 

of scurvy, which was common at the time. To take care of his crew, Cook made sure that cleanliness and ventilation 
in the crew’s quarters were priority and he provided them a diet that included cress, sauerkraut, and orange extract. 
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Cook was also the explorer to show that Australia existed and he was the first European 
explorer to discover the Hawaiian Islands. 

With all of these compelling arguments, it would be hard to turn down national holidays 
for all of these passionate explorers.  Each student was true to character and put much 
work and effort into sharing why their explorer was important in history.  This was such 
a creative activity and very appropriate for this time of year.  Spooky ghosts of 
exploration past have invaded Mrs. Langa’s classroom and are ready for their time in the 
spotlight! 

 

Do You Know How To…? 

As adults, we spend a good part of our lives sharing information with 
people.  We frequently give directions on how to do something to 
friends, family, colleagues, and children.  It’s hard to believe that our 
ability to give good directions stems all the way back to our elementary 
years and Mrs. Kennedy’s first grade class is doing some hard work in 
writing to make sure they can accurately provide information. 

Students are in the process of writing “How To…” books, based on a 
topic they are interested in and something they can do well.  Students are at various steps in the writing 
process, from coming up with an idea to writing down the steps in a process, but how do they know that 
their ideas are clear and someone else can follow them?  Mrs. Kennedy shares a strategy that all students 
were excited about testing out.  Students can act out their “How To” books to make sure they didn’t miss 
any steps in the process.  Mrs. Kennedy models for students how they can do this and they got right to 
work.  

It’s very interesting to see how many different ways things we do 
regularly can be done, based on perspective and opinion.  From making 
an ice cream sundae and a pizza, to having fun on a tire swing and 
playing football, students helped their readers to understand a process. 
While I am a fan of chocolate ice cream and a student was building her 
sundae with vanilla, it was fun to get a glimpse into what students like, 
what they like to do, and how they go about doing it.  By acting out 
each step in the process, their pieces gain precision and the students 
have a great time writing! 

“Every secret of a writer’s soul, every experience of his life, every quality of his mind, is written large in his works.” 
- Virginia Woolf 

 

5 

 


